A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE LIHTC PROGRAM TO IMPROVE THE SUBSIDY LAYERING PROVISIONS

WHEREAS, current tax credit legislation makes the layering of other, complementary programs difficult such as veterans benefits, and

WHEREAS, Senator Cantwell introduced legislation to amend current LIHTC regulations for similar reasons and benefits, and

WHEREAS, the program could be vastly improved by a broader review of the layering permissions.

NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that the Mountain Plains Regional Council request that NAHRO draft a friendly amendment to the Murray, or other, bill to allow the use of Veterans Administration per diem and Supportive Housing funds for operations in LIHTC projects without adversely affecting the tax credit basis.

Adopted this _____________ day of ___________________, 2008

Signed: ____________________________________________

Colleen McCarthy, President, Mountain Plains NAHRO
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE ADDITION OF RENT REFORM ACTION TO THE HOUSING COMMITTEE LIST OF GOALS

WHEREAS, NAHRO has a history of studying, and advocating for, changes in the calculation of rent and income in the public housing and Section 8 programs; and

WHEREAS, Mountain Plains is enthusiastic about that work continuing, and

WHEREAS, the presenting issues involve elimination of, or amendment to, the provisions regarding earned income disregard and the community services requirement; and

WHEREAS, the Regional Council has reviewed the 2008-2009 proposed goals for the Housing Committee and noticed the absence of reference to continued work on rent reform;

NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that the Mountain Plains Council requests the addition of rent reform to the program of work for the Housing Committee.

Adopted this _____________ day of ___________________, 2008

Signed: ____________________________________________

Colleen McCarthy, President, Mountain Plains NAHRO
A RESOLUTION URGING ANY AND ALL ACTION TO COMPEL HUD TO WRITE REGULATION WITHIN NINETY DAYS OF ENACTED LEGISLATION

WHEREAS, HUD has a track record of constant and significant delays in writing regulation after Congress passes both major and minor legislation; and

WHEREAS, by example, HUD has yet to write regulation on all of the provisions included in the Quality Housing and Work Responsibility Act, passed more than ten years ago; and

WHEREAS, the progress of our industry is seriously compromised by HUD’s lack of action.

NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that Mountain Plains requests NAHRO take any and all action to compel and bind HUD to a standard requiring written and published regulations within ninety days, or a similarly responsive standard, of action by Congress.

Adopted this _____________ day of ___________________, 2008

Signed: ____________________________________________

Colleen McCarthy, President, Mountain Plains NAHRO
A RESOLUTION SEEKING AN EXPANSION OF THE 

MOVING TO WORK PROGRAM

WHEREAS, Congress authorized thirty-two housing authorities to participate in the pilot program known as Moving To Work (MtW), and

WHEREAS, all 32 of the statutory slots have been filled; and

WHEREAS, MtW holds the promise for allowing housing authorities to find sustainable solutions to the chronic problems embedded in the public housing and HCV programs.

NOW THEREFORE be it resolved, that the Mountain Plains Council encourages NAHRO to take any and all action to convince Congress that the program be expanded.

Adopted this _____________ day of ___________________, 2008

Signed: ____________________________________________

Colleen McCarthy, President, Mountain Plains NAHRO
A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE HOME CONSORTIA GUIDELINES

WHEREAS, qualified recipients of HUD CPD grant programs who are joining or forming a HOME consortia are not currently allowed to retain their existing program year and individual community Consolidated Plan or align its program year and Consolidated Plan with the other members of the consortium based on local determinations.

SELECTED BACKGROUND

Program Yea for HOME consortia:  The start date for the consortium indicates the beginning date of the program year.  As required by the Consolidated Plan final rule, all UGLG members of a HOME consortium approved after February 6, 1995, must be on the same program year for the CDBG, HOME, Emergency Shelter Grants (ESG) and Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS (HOPWA) programs.  In order to be on the same program year and be approved by the Field Office as a HOME consortium, the members of a proposed consortium may shorten their program years as consistent with Section 92.101(e).

To receive HOME funds, the consortium submits the Consolidated Plan for the entire geographic area encompassed by the consortium.  If an urban county is a member of a HOME consortium, the consortium submits the Consolidated Plan; the urban county, like all other CDBG entitlement grantees in the consortium, is only required to submit its own non-housing Community Development Plan (Section 91.215(e)), Action Plan (Section 91.220) and the required Certifications (Section 91.225(a) and (b)), as part of the Consortium’s Consolidated Plan.  

NOTE:  A new consortium must submit the complete Strategic Plan required by Sections 91.215, 91.220 and 91.225.  A consortium that has previously participated in the HOME program and submitted a complete Strategic Plan may submit only the Action Plan and Certifications unless it is required to submit a new five-year complete Strategic Plan (see Section 91.15(b)).  If Joint Grant Agreement participants form a consortium for the HOME program, the Consolidated Plan submitted by the urban county will also serve as the Consolidated Plan for the HOME consortium, because the UGLGs in the consortium are the same as the UGLGs in the urban county Joint Grant Agreement.  All members of the consortium must be on the same program year prior to being approved by the Field Office as a HOME program consortium.  

NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that NAHRO take any and all action to compel a change in HOME consortia guidelines to address the program year misalignment.

RESOLUTION TO ALLOW LOCAL JURISDICTIONS TO DESIGNATE QUALIFIED CENSUS TRACTS IN THEIR JURISDICTIONS FOR PURPOSES OF THE LOW INCOME HOUSING TAX CREDIT PROGRAM

Allow local jurisdictions for purposes of the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit (“LIHTC”) under section 42 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to designate which census tracts are to be Qualified Census Tracts in their jurisdiction within the respective five year Consolidated Plan covering their jurisdiction according to consistent criteria established by that jurisdiction and retaining the section’s limits regarding the number of such tracts allowed and the population limits for an MSA/PMSA that can be covered by such tracts.

SELECTED BACKGROUND

This document designates “Difficult Development Areas” and “Qualified Census Tracts” for purposes of the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit (“LIHTC”) under section 42 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (“the Code”). The United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (“HUD”) makes new Difficult Development Area designations annually and makes Qualified Census Tract Designations at this time due to changes in section 42 of the Code enacted in the Community Renewal Tax Relief Act of 2000 (“CRTRA”). 

Under section 42(d)(5)(C) of the Code, a Qualified Census Tract is any census tract (or equivalent geographic area defined by the Bureau of the Census) in which at least 50 percent of households have an income less than 60 percent of the AMGI or, as amended by the Community Renewal Tax Relief Act of 2000, where the poverty rate is at least 25 percent. 

There is a limit on the number of Qualified Census Tracts in any Metropolitan Statistical Area ("MSA") or Primary Metropolitan Statistical Area ("PMSA") that may be designated to receive an increase in eligible basis: all of the designated census tracts within a given MSA/PMSA may not together contain more than 20 percent of the total population of the MSA/PMSA. For purposes of HUD designations of Qualified Census Tracts, all non-metropolitan areas in a state are treated as if they constituted a single metropolitan area. 

REASONS TO SUPPORT

1. Adheres to our Association’s stress on local flexibility and deference to local planning and policies.  Allows for dispersal or reinvestment regarding the use of tax credits according to local needs, characteristics and policies identified in the Consolidated Plan covering that jurisdiction which can vary widely between jurisdictions.

2. Provides for a realistic and usable deconcentration incentive if a jurisdiction so chooses to use tax credits in producing such housing in a manner that achieves that goal.

3. Allows for possible added projects to be developed by spreading limited public resources to fill funding gaps potentially between more projects and/or added project quality, mixed income goals, and/or more VLI units in projects through the provision of added equity through the applicability of the 30% bump in the amount of tax credits allowed.
Adopted this _____________ day of ___________________, 2008

Signed: ____________________________________________

Colleen McCarthy, President, Mountain Plains NAHRO
